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THE RESULTS OF THE COMMUNITY ENGAGMENT WILL INFORM A FORTHCOMING RECOMMENDATION STAFF REPORT.

OVERVIEW

The community engagement exploring potential dog
off-leash areas (OLA’s) in the area of Governor’s Brook,
Spryfield, ran from February 5, 2021 to March 8, 2021.
Information, a survey, and a Q&A platform were hosted on
the Shape Your City portal.

Engagement opportunities were advertised via:
e A public service announcement

e Mailouts to adjacent residents

e Alerting key stakeholders via e-mail

e Digital promotion

Digital promotion included digital screens and paid
Facebook and Instagram posts. Facebook reach was over
54,000, and over 3,400 people engaged, Instagram reach
was over 2,200 with 10 engaging, and Twitter reached
over 19,500 people with more than 190 engaging.

The Q&A platform was not utilized.

ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY

There were 222 survey respondents, 49% of who live

in the Governor’s Brook Subdivison and 60% within the
B3P area code. An additional 25% of respondents are
from adjacent postal code areas (B3N, B3R, B3V). The
majority of respondents, 79%, are dog owners and the
same percentage feel there is a need for a dog OLA in the
Governor’s Brook area.

Many respondents do not walk their dogs off-leash in
Spryfield. Many travel to Point Pleasant Park and the
Mainland Common, while others walk their dog off-leash
in areas where off-leash activity is not permitted such as
Mclntosh Run Regional Park.

Of the four options presented the preferred location is

Roaches Pond Ball Diamond Park.* The rank order was:

1. Roaches Pond Ball Diamond Park

2. Roaches Pond & McIntosh Run Community Trail (with
select hours)

3. MclIntosh Run Community Trail (all times of day)

4. Mclntosh Run Community Trail (with select hours)

*The top two options were tied therefore the 15 and 2" choices

were combined to break the tie

The most frequently written comments (question 9) were
related to:

Opposition to an OLA on the Community Trail
General positivity about an OLA in the area
Preference for fenced-in OLA’s

Need for off-leash rules to be followed and enforced
Request for adequate garbage cans and dog waste
bags
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SURVEY RESULTS

Q1. Do you live in the Governor’s Brook Q2. Are you a dog owner?
Subdivision?

4%

8%

mYes mNo mUnsure EYes mNo = Maybe someday

Q3. If you are a dog owner where do you walk your dog off-leash in Spryfield?*

Do not walk dog off-leash

Mclntosh Run Regional Park

Governor's Brook District Park/Colpitt L. Area
Ravenscraig Park

Long Lake Provincial Park

Leiblin Park

At home/private property

Alabaster Way Park

Roaches Pond Ball Diamond Park

On local streets

Travertine Court Park

York Redout
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*11 other locations with one or two respondents are not shown. Respondents often cited more than one location.
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Q4. If you are a dog owner where do you walk your dog off-leash outside of Spryfield?

Point Pleasant Park

Mainland Common

Do not walk dog off-leash/or not outside Spryfield
Trails (unspecified)

Shubie Park

Long Lake Provincial Park

Sandy Lake

Hemlock Ravine

Blue Mountain Birch Cove Lakes
Beaches (unspecified)

Dog parks (unspecified)

Crystal Crescent Beach

Fields (unspecified)

York Redout

Home/private property
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Q5. Do you feel there is a need for a dog off-leash area within the vicinity of Governor’s Brook Subdivision?

7%

®EYes ®mNo ®Unsure
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Q6. Please rank the following potential dog off-leash site options in the Governor’s Brook area based on your
preferences.

First and Second Choice Selections Combined
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Roaches Pond Ball RoachesPond &  McIntosh Run Other Mclntosh Run
Diamond Park Mclntosh Run  Community Trail Community Trail
Community Trail (all times of day) (select hours)

(select hours)

Q7. If you chose ‘Other’ for your first choice please name or describe the area.

Alabaster Way Park fenced in

.
Something fenced in - G
Long Lake Provincial Park [
Not on a trail [
No OLA's/Increase bylaw enforcement | NN
|

MclIntosh Run Single Track Area

Number of Respondents
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Q8. What is it about your first choice that makes it the preferred option from your perspective? (This question
was optional to answer and respondents could provide more than one reason.)

Roaches Pond Ball Diamond Park

Less user conflict than trail option
Want area to be fully fenced in
Against OLA on trail

Best for dogs

Available during all park hours

Mostly fenced in/low traffic/away from homes
Spaceis a good size with an open area
Irresponsible dog owners on trails
General positive comment

The spaceis currently underutilized
Parking is available

Already using as an OLA

Concern for increased traffic in Governor's Brook

o
v

10 15 20 25
Number of Respondents

Roaches Pond Ball Diamond Park & Mclntosh Run Community Trail (select hours)

Provides two options/mor e spa ce | H——

Less user conflict

Want field to be fully fenced in
General positive about location
Good for dogs/allows socialization
Promotes human exercise

Want small/large dog separation
Away from traffic

General positive about field

Parking is available
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Q8. Continued

MclIntosh Run Community Trail (all times of day)

Available during all park hours

Good location/access/not close to homes
Prefer a trail that allows human exercise
Area is large

Best for dogs

Trail is groomed/level

General positive comment

Area is already used for off-leash
Provides water access

Will reduce conflict in other parks

Area is underutilized

The views/aesthetics

There is no traffic

There is some parking
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Other

Alabaster Way Park fenced in

Something fenced in

Long Lake Provincial Park

Not on a trail/area with no wildlife

Don't want OLAs/increase owner responsibility and enforcement

McIntosh Run (single-track trails)
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Mcintosh Run Community Trail (select hours)

Three respondents chose this option as their first choice, reasons cited are:
e |ocation

e already used for off-leash activity

e better for shared use
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Q9. Please add any other comments directly related to this project.

Opposed to OLA along McIntosh Run Community Trail
General positive comments about OLA/need in area
Preference for fenced-in OLAs (includes safety concerns)
Need for off-leash rules to be posted/followed /enforced
Request for adequate garbage cans and dog waste bags
Concern over increased traffic/limited parking

OLA not needed/other community needs are greater
Opposed to restricting hours/restrictions aren't followed
Opposed to OLAs within McIntosh Run single-track areas
Prefer some McIntosh Run single-track trails to be OLA
Needs to be large as there are lots of dogs in area

People using parks now as OLAs is problematic

OLAs should be away from homes due to noise

Current issue with aggressive dogs on McIntosh Run trails
Suggest Alabaster Way Park fullly fenced as an OLA
Suggest Long Lake Provincial Park asan OLA

Prefer OLAs to be close to where people live

In favour of having limited hours for OLAs

Prefer an OLA which allows for stroller use

Need postive education as too many people are afraid of dogs
Graves Oakley Park should be an OLA

Density of dogs in the city is becoming an ecological problem
Most parks should have OLAs

Prefer separate small/large dog areas
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