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PURPOSE

1) Present 50% detailed design drawings and
inform the public on the project in order to
get to 90% detailed design drawings

2) Engage the public around
-Outdoor Art

- Active Transportation
- New Public Spaces
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The results of this
Engagement will

MMMMM

Inform the choices that the project team and engineers
need to make as they complete the detailed designs for
the corridor. Staff are coming with real design questions

that they need you the Public to answer.
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Turn to your Neighbour:

WHY DID YOU
COME TONIGHT?
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AGENDA

1) Welcome & Introductions

2) Framing of the Evening

3) Overview of the designs so far and the key
outstanding questions

4) Open House (Visit 5 Areas and give input)
5) Breakout Conversations (Key Considerations)
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AREAS of FOCUS

1) Overall Plan

2) Rainnie Dr.

3) Active Transportation
4) New Public Spaces

5) Outdoor Art
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Detail Design Overview

Anne Sherwood
HRM Design Engineer



Detail Desigh Overview

Existing Cunard Intersection Existing Cogswell Intersection
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Roundabouts:

 Reduce Delays

North Park Street
* QOpen Space

* Improve Aesthetics

2/7/2014

* Improve Safety @
2 N
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Why Roundabouts?
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Project Plan

* Remove Traffic Signals
2 Roundabouts

 North Park Street
Updates

* New Open Spaces
* Undergrounding

* Lighting

* North Common

* Urban Forestry
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North Park Street

* 1lanein each direction * Active Transportation Infrastructure
e Leftturn e Parking

* Found spaces

e Lighting

* Trees
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* 4 leg Roundabout

e Minimum number of
lanes

* All single lane exits

* Right turn channel
removed

*  Armoury

2/7/2014

NORTH
COMMON
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Cunard Before/After
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North Park at Cornwallis

e Overhead flashing light
* Existing 24m

e New 6m and 7m with
3.7 median

2/7/2014
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6 leg intersection
4 leg Roundabout
Re-align Rainnie

All single lane exits 5

Simplified
intersection

2/7/2014
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Cogswell Before/After
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* Right Turn Channel

e Traffic Signal Phase
* Line Painting

e Completedin 2015

2/7/2014

CENTENIAL
POOL
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Project Timeline

* Today — Public Engagement 50%
* March 2014 — Public Information 90%
* Spring 2014
— Council Budget Approval
— Contract Award
— Construction Start Cunard
* Spring 2015 — Construction Start Cogswell
* Future — Rainnie Upgrades

2/7/2014 20



What’s in the Overview Corner?

* 50% design plan
e More roundabout detail
e Feedback — General Comments?

2/7/2014 21
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Rainnie Drive,
what do you want it to do?

2/7/2014
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Active Transportation Overview

Hanita Koblents
HRM Active Transportation Coordinator



Pedestrian
Crossing
Distances

(m)

Cyclist
Merge
Areas
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Cunard Intersection

11m to cross! Get ready to merge!

25



a“m
-l

Pedestrian
Crossing
Distance:

Existing

Proposed

8
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Tactile Strip
W
I

Cyclist
Merge
Areas

Cunard Roundabout

NORTH PARK STREET UPGRADES
CUMARD STREET ROUNDABOUT




Pedestrian
Crossing
Distances

(m)

Cyclist
Merge
Areas

Cogswell Intersection
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Pedestrian
Crossing

Distance:
Existing

Tactile Strip
\e

I
Cyclist
Merge
Areas

F

Cyclist Ramp
=%,
"

. | NORTH PARK STREET UPGRADES
Lo | COGSWELL STREET ROUNDABOUT




Source:www.stephenress.worpress.com
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Source: Google Streetview
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Public Open Spaces

Carolle Koziak Roberts
Landscape Architect, HRM


Presenter
Presentation Notes

My role with this project is the planning and the design management for the public open spaces within the street corridor and on the North Common.
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What makes North Park
Street a good candidate
for being a great public

street?

It’s a well travelled route

Prime gateways into and
out of downtown

Two major landmarks of
national significance



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve talked about the mobility functions of the streets, now we’ll focus on the public open space aspects of this project. 
In addition to being conduits for moving people and goods, streets can be important public spaces and destinations in their own right.
What makes North Park Street a good candidate for being a great public street?

It’s already an arterial route that feeds into downtown.
Lot’s of people travel through it, by car, bicycle and on foot.

The two roundabout intersections are prime locations to act as gateways for both in and out of downtown.

It has two major landmarks of national significance. The Halifax Armoury is a Classified Federal Heritage Building  and
The Citadel Hill  one of the more visited National Historic Sites in Canada.
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What makes North Park
Street a good candidate
for being a great public

street?

Dense residential
neighbourhoods

Good proximity to
commercial districts

Recreational draws of the
Halifax Common



Presenter
Presentation Notes
It has dense residential neighbourhoods to the north and east –with development growth on Agricola and Gottingen

Good proximity to commercial districts 

And it has all the recreational draws of the Halifax Common
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How can we make it a
great public street?



Presenter
Presentation Notes
North Park Street already has a lot going for it – so how do we make it a great street that enhances the urban life in our city?

Here’s the direction we’re thinking for what it can be…..
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An aesthetic, landscaped space to move through

A travel way within the Halifax Common similar to Cogswell and Cunard Streets


Presenter
Presentation Notes
North Park is a street within a park -  it is part of the Halifax Common. 

Similar to the tree-lined avenues of Cunard and Cogswell streets adjacent to the Common;
with street trees, landscaping and decorative street lighting.
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“People Places enable the publlcllfe of our C|t|es

They are the social spaces in our cities such as city streets, pedestrian plazas and parks where
people socialize and interact with each other.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The next step is to add amenities like defined seating areas, wider sidewalks, and pedestrian plazas that support social interactions. 

Making it the public living room for the surrounding dense residential neighbourhoods.
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Gathering Places to congregate and celebrate

Infrastructure and larger spaces to support bigger crowds and community events



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Building on the previous two treatments of an aesthetic travel way with social spaces,
we can look at the opportunities along this street corridor that could support more civic activity.
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2700 sq.m of green
space to roadway

6700 sg.m of roadway
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We are claiming more area for green space within the street corridor.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
By converting the intersections to roundabouts, the new roadway geometry will rearrange what is currently road and what is green space within the street corridor.
we will be gaining more opportunities for public space
We’re coming out with a Net gain of around 4000 sq.m for green space, which is about the size of the fenced tennis courts on the Common.

Space previously used for vehicle traffic is now available for other public uses. 
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Armoury Plaza

N

We are gaining ‘found’ green
space for new public space on
the east side of the street
corridor. These spaces are:

In front of the Halifax Armoury;

Orphanage Wall

Foot of Citadel Hill |

T

New “Found” Public Spaces in the Street Corridor

At the foot of Citadel Hill



Presenter
Presentation Notes
On east side of the street corridor we are gaining new ‘found’ public space of significant size.

These areas include: 
the Halifax Armoury -  more space between façade and the street
Wider boulevards in particular, within the block between Armoury Place and Cornwallis Street where there’s a remnant wall from the Protestant’s Orphan’s Home that used to stand on the site.
And there’s a larger threshold space at the foot of Citadel Hill
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Halifax Armoury



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What can we do with these New “Found” Public Spaces?

The Halifax Armoury is a distinct landmark that lends itself to the archetype of a town square or piazza in front of a prominent building.

It has a strong military identity and function. It was used as a muster area for recruits during the two World Wars.
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Wider boulevard spaces

Remnant Wall from Orphanage
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The wider boulevards can provide space for seating areas, street activities and wider sidewalks
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The foot of Citadel Hill



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The foot of Citadel Hill is a threshold space between the Citadel and back to the Common
An iconic single tree
The historic boundary marker
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Contemplated Project
Work:

New Pathway alignments
Parkway Lighting

Tree Planting and Planting
Beds

Park Entrance Plazas:
e Agricola

e Cornwallis

e Cogswell

Movmg forward with the North Common Plan



Presenter
Presentation Notes
A key part of this project is the implementation of the next phase of construction of the North Common master plan with park improvements along the east side of the Common.  We have the 50% Design Drawings for you to take a look at tonight which have been prepared by WSP Group (formerly GENIVAR)

Contemplated project work includes:
Realigning and widening the Pathways leading to the new crossings on North Park
Replacing more of the old path lighting with the new LED lights
Adding More vegetation – trees and planting beds
Creating three park entrance plazas at Agricola, Cornwallis and Cogswell streets with more seating and space for unstructured activities
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What’s in the Public Spaces Corner?

 Engaging on the new “found” public spaces within
the street corridor

e Showing the design of the areas on the North
Common we will be implementing with this project



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over in the Public Spaces corner, we would like to hear your thoughts on how these new ‘found’ public spaces can be used.

We also have the 50% drawings of the North Common work for general comments and feedback.
We’re asking some questions to fine tune the design around seating locations and vegetation selection.

The next step to making great public places, is to add the element of art to enliven the spaces. Jamie MacLellan, the Public Art Coordinator with HRM is unable to be here tonight, so
I will be speaking to the opportunities to incorporate artistic features into this civic project.
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Outdoor Art Where? How? What?

15


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Stemming out of the previous public engagement, it was expressed to us that you would like to see art incorporated into this civic project.
At present HRM’s Public Art Policy does not require public art for non-facility related projects. We are exploring ways to integrate  artistic elements into the infrastructure we are already building as a way to enrich the aesthetics and experiences of our public spaces. 

Outdoor art- unique, artist-led or artist-facilitated enhancements of the public realm.
Looking at this as an extension of the overall design considerations of the Public Open Spaces- one ‘tool’ that might be employed to create a sense of place;
Intent is to enhancing the public experience of these spaces with the goals of:
Goals: (1) animating public space, (2) marking community connections and reinforcing neighbourhood identities and/or (3) reflecting shared and diverse community histories
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Where? Artwork Locations

Center Islands Plazas Travel Ways

16


Presenter
Presentation Notes
First question: Where do you think we should focus these efforts?

Categorized into three groupings for the sake of this conversation and structuring the feedback we would like to receive.

1. The landscape design treatments for the Center Islands – What are the themes or stories that could be artistically expressed? - We have a palette of earth forms, planting and paving textures already to play with. These spaces are Gateway Features, Large Scale, Iconic- Mediated by traffic and pedestrian safety considerations

2. Plazas- Park entrances into the Common, new plaza in front of the Armoury; Passive areas, would build upon the design approach to these spaces, integrated into the existing and developing ‘language’ of the Common. 

3. Travel ways- North Park thoroughfare; Pedestrian-scale artworks, multiple, likely-small-scale installations integrated within the overall design of the pedestrian corridor
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Commissioning Process

Public Art Community Art
e Artist- Led e Community-led, artist
e Request for Proposals based on facilitated
community feedback, framing e Community are ‘hands on/,

create the artwork

17


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Public Art is the broad term and implies artwork created specifically to occupy public space and to engage with members of the public, broadly. Community art is a means of achieving art in the public realm through the direct, hands-on participation of local and invested communities. Public Art= FOR the Public, Community Art= OF the Public, for the Public

Operating with the understanding that artwork incorporated into the north park project will be community-based regardless, tonight we’re looking for feedback on what that involvement should look like

For this conversation we’re looking at public art and community art as ends of a spectrum. Artist-led on one end and community-led on the other
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What? Form and Theme

18


Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are many different ways we can build in artistic elements into the components we are constructing in this project. 
“What”: looking for feedback on what the ‘opportunities’ are that a possible art component could capitalize on. 

What form can it take? - For example, adding artistic elements to functional elements like site furnishings, paving surfaces, seat walls that are required regardless, can make them more interesting and improve the overall aesthetics. Or incorporating artistic expression within the landscape design elements

And what themes can it express? – An  example would be looking at historical significance of the site and surrounding area. One idea being that the centre island treatment of the Cogswell roundabout could play with or reflect the physical properties of Citadel Hill and its fortifications, as an example.

Please join Kate MacLennan, the Community Arts Facilitator at the Outdoor Art Corner.
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