
Cogswell 
A VISUAL GUIDE to 
Urban Design Terms

An overhead shelter extending from a building front, over 
a doorway, deck or window(s). Awnings are made of �exi-
ble material such as canvas, and provide protection from 
the sun or rain. 

Awning

Back Parking Lot Parking that is contained behind buildings, in the middle 
of a block, linked yet hidden from the pedestrian’s experi-
ence of a street. 

Base Panel A plain rectangular surface surrounded by moulding, 
covering the lower portions of a vertical wall. EXPRESSION OF 

STRUCTURAL BAYS

Aesthetic feature on the exterior of a building 
that indicates the form of structural bays. 

ERODED CORNER

The corner edge of a building is moved inward 
towards the centre of the building in order to 
create a void for public space

Add more detail to this one 

EXPRESSION OF FLOOR 
LINES

A line, or series of short lines, on a wall, 

See diagram on page 12 of the design manual (wait on de�ntion)
*My amenity space illustrator �le could also be used for this

Any example of a downtown building showing �oor lines on the outside (wait on �nal word)

Similar to above--showing structural bays on 
the exterior/ talk to luc about what a good 
example would be.

RHYTHM

The recurrence of design elements along 
building faces at regular intervals that help 

This occurs and is used at a variety of scales 
and along both horizontal and vertical axes. 

RIGHT-OF-WAY (ROW)

The publicly owned space between buildings, 
including what is above and below the 
surface. It is legally established for the use of 
pedestrians, vehicles, or utilities. 

Do a cross section --see existing image

SCALE

The proportions of the elements of a building 
to one another and the whole, and also to 
adjacent buildings.

Show two images stacked, with lines like the 
design lines image. Where the rhythm is shown by measures

STREETWALL

The form established by buildings consistently 
fronting the edge of a street. Best achieved 
where buildings have consistent setbacks built 
out to the sidewalk. 

TEXTURE

A quality produced by the combination 
of materials, sizes, and spaces among 
components of a given fabric or space. This 
can occur at many scales. At the scale of the 
urban neighbourhood, it is dictated by street 
and intersection widths, and building size and 
orientation.

STREETSCAPE

The environment, identity, and functionality,  
along a right-of-way created by buildings 
and uses, street furnishings, landscaping, 
pavement treatments, etc.

Want to highlight urban design element
 rather than architectural: look at the 
uses… in the manual



This document is intended help clarify and 
demonstrate the design elements that 
could be incorporated into buildings in the 
Cogswell District.

Part 1: Glossary
These definitions and images put visuals 
to the forms and features described in 
planning documents and which could be 
present in Cogswell.

Part 2: Examples 
This section includes a collection of images 
of structures and environments. These do 
not represent what we would necessarily 
require of our buildings, but are meant to 
be inspirational, and foster creativity in 
thinking about what might be possible in 
Cogswell. 



 PART 1: GLOSSARY



Architectural 
Frieze

A horizontal band that runs above columns of entrance ways 
or windows. This band sits below the roof ledge and cornice 
or moulding and is often decorated with designs or carvings.

CONSIDER USING A STOREFRONT FRIEZE SINCE THIS ISN’T 
VERY DOWNTOWN-LIKE

Architectural 
Bay

A section of a building distinguished by vertical elements 
such as columns or pillars. 

Architectural 
Cresting

An ornamental rail or feature along a roof or ridge. 
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ARCADE
A structure characterized by a central covered 
passageway with the roof supported by a series 
of arches on piers or columns. Arcades provide 
refuge for pedestrians from uncomfortable 
climate conditions. 

The capacity of a building or space to be changed so as to 
respond to changing social, technological and economic 
conditions.

Adaptability

Angular Plane The angle of a building’s mass that is required to protect 
sunlight and sky views for pedestrians. Achieved by ensur-
ing that the mass of a building or buildings is within a 
certain angle (often 45 degrees). Often entails terracing and 
stepbacks

ARCADE

A structure characterized by a central 
covered passageway with the roof supported 
by a series of arches on piers or columns. 
Arcades provide refuge for pedestrians from 
uncomfortable climate conditions. 

ARCHITECTURAL BAY
A section of a building distinguished by vertical 
elements such as columns or pillars. 

Archeway

Articulation

At Grade

ARCHWAY 
A curved structure forming a passageway or 
entrance beneath. 
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Archeway

Articulation

At Grade

Archeway

Articulation

At Grade

ARTICULATION
The division of a building façade into distinct 
sections; the materials, patterns, textures, and 
colors that add visual interest to a building or 
façade.

AT-GRADE
Used to express that a feature and a public 
right of way meet at the same elevation. Things 
that happen on the ground. A street café is at-
grade.

An overhead shelter extending from a building front, over 
a doorway, deck or window(s). Awnings are made of �exi-
ble material such as canvas, and provide protection from 
the sun or rain. 

Awning

Back Parking Lot Parking that is contained behind buildings, in the middle 
of a block, linked yet hidden from the pedestrian’s experi-
ence of a street. 

Base Panel A plain rectangular surface surrounded by moulding, 
covering the lower portions of a vertical wall.

AWNING
An overhead shelter extending from a building 
front, over a doorway, deck or window(s). 
Awnings are made of flexible material such as 
canvas, and provide protection from the sun or 
rain. 



An overhead shelter extending from a building front, over 
a doorway, deck or window(s). Awnings are made of �exi-
ble material such as canvas, and provide protection from 
the sun or rain. 

Awning

Back Parking Lot Parking that is contained behind buildings, in the middle 
of a block, linked yet hidden from the pedestrian’s experi-
ence of a street. 

Base Panel A plain rectangular surface surrounded by moulding, 
covering the lower portions of a vertical wall.
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BASE PANEL
A plain rectangular surface surrounded by 
moulding, covering the lower portions of a 
vertical wall.

BLANK WALL
A flat wall without openings or design and 
architectural embellishments (mural, public art, 
detailing, ornamentation, expression of internal 
floor or ceiling lines, etc.).

BLOCK PATTERN
The shape and arrangement of blocks and 
surrounding streets  , such as a grid pattern 
with regularly sized, rectangular blocks. These 
features set street views, define the flow of 
activity through an area, and create the basic 
format on which building arrangements can be 
organized.

Belvedere
A small structure with open sides or windows made for the 
purpose of enjoying a view, which can be either a separate 
building or on the rooftop of a larger building.

Block pattern

The shape and arrangement of blocks and surrounding streets , 
such as a grid pattern with regularly sized, rectangular blocks . 
These features set street views, de�ne the �ow of activity 
through an area, and create the basic format on which building 
arrangements can be organized.

BLANK WALL

architectural embellishments (mural, public 
art, detailing, ornamentation, expression of 

Belvedere
A small structure with open sides or windows made for the 
purpose of enjoying a view, which can be either a separate 
building or on the rooftop of a larger building.

Block pattern

The shape and arrangement of blocks and surrounding streets , 
such as a grid pattern with regularly sized, rectangular blocks . 
These features set street views, de�ne the �ow of activity 
through an area, and create the basic format on which building 
arrangements can be organized.

BLANK WALL

architectural embellishments (mural, public 
art, detailing, ornamentation, expression of 
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BRACKETS
Angled supports that help to transfer the load 
of a horizontal structural member to a vertical 
one. Similarly, brackets are often also used 
decoratively in the corner of an opening or 
below a projection.

BUILDING PROJECTION
The extension of an architectural feature 
beyond the façade into the public realm. 

CANOPY
A projecting roof structure that shelters an 
entrance to a building typically made of glass 
or steel and is self supported.

Brackets

BUILDING PROJECTION

The extension of an architectural feature 
beyond the façade.

CANOPY

A projecting roof structure that shelters an 
entrance to a building typically made of glass 
or steel and is self supported.

quinpool sylvan learning centre

Brackets

BUILDING PROJECTION

The extension of an architectural feature 
beyond the façade.

CANOPY

A projecting roof structure that shelters an 
entrance to a building typically made of glass 
or steel and is self supported.

quinpool sylvan learning centre

Brackets

BUILDING PROJECTION

The extension of an architectural feature 
beyond the façade.

CANOPY

A projecting roof structure that shelters an 
entrance to a building typically made of glass 
or steel and is self supported.

quinpool sylvan learning centre
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CORNICE
The projecting mouldings forming the top band 
of an architectural element such as a wall, or 
entablature.

CORNICE LINE
The continuous row formed by cornices on 
buildings of similar height.

DECORATIVE BAND
A linear ornamental strip on a building or 
component architectural feature.

CORNICE

The projecting mouldings forming the top 
band of an architectural element such as a 
wall, or entablature.

CORNICE LINE

The continuous row formed by cornices on 
buildings of similar height.

DECORATIVE BAND

A linear ornamental strip on a building or 
component architectural feature.

 redo> closer crop maybe, and then for cornice line, zoom out? Edit windows

CORNICE

The projecting mouldings forming the top 
band of an architectural element such as a 
wall, or entablature.

CORNICE LINE

The continuous row formed by cornices on 
buildings of similar height.

DECORATIVE BAND

A linear ornamental strip on a building or 
component architectural feature.

 redo> closer crop maybe, and then for cornice line, zoom out? Edit windows

CORNICE

The projecting mouldings forming the top 
band of an architectural element such as a 
wall, or entablature.

CORNICE LINE

The continuous row formed by cornices on 
buildings of similar height.

DECORATIVE BAND

A linear ornamental strip on a building or 
component architectural feature.

 redo> closer crop maybe, and then for cornice line, zoom out? Edit windows
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DENTIL
Small decorative blocks that alternate with a 
blank space. They are typically rectangular, 
resembling teeth, and are surrounded by 
mouldings above and below.

DESIGN LINES
These are the main composition lines that 
help define the scale, rhythm, and disposition 
of building elements such as doors, windows 
and cornices. A new building for example, can 
integrate with an older building by following 
similar design lines. 

DIVISION, HORIZONTAL
A horizontal architectural feature which 
distinguishes portions of a building surface 
from one another along the vertical plane.

DENTIL

Small decorative blocks that alternate with a 
blank space. They are typically rectangular, 
resembling teeth, and are surrounded by 
mouldings above and below.

DESIGN LINES

These are the main composition lines that 

of building elements such as doors, windows 
and cornices. A new building for example, can 
integrate with an older building by following 
similar design lines. 

DIVISION, HORIZONTAL

A horizontal architectural feature which 
distinguishes portions of a building surface 
from one another along the vertical plane.

DENTIL

Small decorative blocks that alternate with a 
blank space. They are typically rectangular, 
resembling teeth, and are surrounded by 
mouldings above and below.

DESIGN LINES

These are the main composition lines that 

of building elements such as doors, windows 
and cornices. A new building for example, can 
integrate with an older building by following 
similar design lines. 

DIVISION, HORIZONTAL

A horizontal architectural feature which 
distinguishes portions of a building surface 
from one another along the vertical plane.

DENTIL

Small decorative blocks that alternate with a 
blank space. They are typically rectangular, 
resembling teeth, and are surrounded by 
mouldings above and below.

DESIGN LINES

These are the main composition lines that 

of building elements such as doors, windows 
and cornices. A new building for example, can 
integrate with an older building by following 
similar design lines. 

DIVISION, HORIZONTAL

A horizontal architectural feature which 
distinguishes portions of a building surface 
from one another along the vertical plane.
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ENCLOSURE
The use of buildings to create a sense of 
defined space. 

DIVISION, VERTICAL
Architectural features which stand vertically 
and break up spaces along the horizontal axis 
(plane).

ENTRANCE, RAISED

A door, gate, or passage used to enter a 
building which is elevated above the grade of 
the adjacent ground level.

ENCLOSURE

The use of buildings to create a sense of 

DIVISION, VERTICAL

Architectural features which stand vertically 
and break up spaces along the horizontal axis 
(plane).

ENTRANCE, RAISED

A door, gate, or passage used to enter a 
building which is elevated above the grade of 
the adjacent ground level.

ENCLOSURE

The use of buildings to create a sense of 

DIVISION, VERTICAL

Architectural features which stand vertically 
and break up spaces along the horizontal axis 
(plane).

ENVELOPE
The physical outer layer of a building.

ENTRANCE, SPLIT-LEVEL

A door, gate, or passage used to enter a 
building which is located on a separate and 
intermediary level from the other levels in the 
structure. 

ENTRANCE, SUNKEN

A door, gate, or passage used to enter a 
building which is situated below the grade of 
the adjacent ground level.

ENVELOPE

The physical outer layer of a building’s fabric.

redo as downtown style form and only one drawing
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EXPRESSION OF STRUCTURAL 
BAYS
Aesthetic feature on the exterior of a building 
that indicates the form of structural bays. 

ERODED CORNER
The corner edge of a building is moved inward 
towards the centre of the building in order to 
create a void for public space 

EXPRESSION OF FLOOR LINES
A line, or series of short lines, on a wall, 
establishing the level of the finished floor. 

EXPRESSION OF 
STRUCTURAL BAYS

Aesthetic feature on the exterior of a building 
that indicates the form of structural bays. 

ERODED CORNER

The corner edge of a building is moved inward 
towards the centre of the building in order to 
create a void for public space

Add more detail to this one 

EXPRESSION OF FLOOR 
LINES

A line, or series of short lines, on a wall, 

See diagram on page 12 of the design manual (wait on de�ntion)
*My amenity space illustrator �le could also be used for this

Any example of a downtown building showing �oor lines on the outside (wait on �nal word)

Similar to above--showing structural bays on 
the exterior/ talk to luc about what a good 
example would be.

EXPRESSION OF 
STRUCTURAL BAYS

Aesthetic feature on the exterior of a building 
that indicates the form of structural bays. 

ERODED CORNER

The corner edge of a building is moved inward 
towards the centre of the building in order to 
create a void for public space

Add more detail to this one 

EXPRESSION OF FLOOR 
LINES

A line, or series of short lines, on a wall, 

See diagram on page 12 of the design manual (wait on de�ntion)
*My amenity space illustrator �le could also be used for this

Any example of a downtown building showing �oor lines on the outside (wait on �nal word)

Similar to above--showing structural bays on 
the exterior/ talk to luc about what a good 
example would be.

EXPRESSION OF 
STRUCTURAL BAYS

Aesthetic feature on the exterior of a building 
that indicates the form of structural bays. 

ERODED CORNER

The corner edge of a building is moved inward 
towards the centre of the building in order to 
create a void for public space

Add more detail to this one 

EXPRESSION OF FLOOR 
LINES

A line, or series of short lines, on a wall, 

See diagram on page 12 of the design manual (wait on de�ntion)
*My amenity space illustrator �le could also be used for this

Any example of a downtown building showing �oor lines on the outside (wait on �nal word)

Similar to above--showing structural bays on 
the exterior/ talk to luc about what a good 
example would be.
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FENESTRATION PATTERN
The arrangement of windows within a building 
façade.

FRONTAGE
The portion of a property adjoining a public 
right of way, that is, the portion facing a road, 
waterway, walkway etc.

FENESTRATION PATTERN

The arrangement of windows within a building 
façade.

FINIAL 

A pointed ornament which is typically used 
at the peak of a roof. Its shape is always 
symmetrical and frequently has a circular 
cross section.

FRONTAGE

The portion of a property adjoining a public 
right of way, that is, the portion facing a road, 
waterway, walkway etc.

Do two builidings, show contrast between patters
.: show triangle windows on agricola vs traditional. 
Use traditional to do punched windows too

FENESTRATION PATTERN

The arrangement of windows within a building 
façade.

FINIAL 

A pointed ornament which is typically used 
at the peak of a roof. Its shape is always 
symmetrical and frequently has a circular 
cross section.

FRONTAGE

The portion of a property adjoining a public 
right of way, that is, the portion facing a road, 
waterway, walkway etc.

Do two builidings, show contrast between patters
.: show triangle windows on agricola vs traditional. 
Use traditional to do punched windows too

GATEWAY TREATMENT
A design feature intended to signify entrance 
to a distinct area, usually in places where a 
new character or sense of identity should be 
recognized. Achieved through details of the 
built form, or through landscaping.

HEIGHT TRANSITION

The tapering of building heights as a way 
of achieving compatibility of built forms and 
mitigating impacts. of shifts from areas of one 
character (i.e. low-rise) to another (i.e. high-
rise).

GATEWAY TREATMENT

A design feature intended to signify entrance 
to a distinct area, usually in places where a 
new character or sense of identity should be 
recognized. Achieved through details of the 
built form, or through landscaping.

GREEN ROOF

A roof surface that has been intentionally 
covered with layers of actively rooting and 
growing vegetation.

Pepperell street. Copy. Jacob will send rendering
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HEIGHT TRANSITION
The tapering of building heights as a way of 
achieving compatibility of built forms and 
mitigating impacts. of shifts from areas of one 
character (i.e. low-rise) to another (i.e. high-
rise).

HEIGHT TRANSITION

The tapering of building heights as a way 
of achieving compatibility of built forms and 
mitigating impacts. of shifts from areas of one 
character (i.e. low-rise) to another (i.e. high-
rise).

GATEWAY TREATMENT

A design feature intended to signify entrance 
to a distinct area, usually in places where a 
new character or sense of identity should be 
recognized. Achieved through details of the 
built form, or through landscaping.

GREEN ROOF

A roof surface that has been intentionally 
covered with layers of actively rooting and 
growing vegetation.

Pepperell street. Copy. Jacob will send rendering

HUMAN SCALE
A quality of built form created by the size and 
proportion of parts of a building or its details, 
that relates in a positive way to the visual and 
physical experience of a pedestrian.

HUMAN SCALE

A quality of built form created by the size and 
proportion of parts of a building or its details, 
that relates in a positive way to the visual and 
physical experience of a pedestrian.

INFILL DEVELOPMENT

The development of vacant parcels between 
existing structures.

INTEGRATED ACCESS

A shared entrance way which leads to a 
variety of different distinct internal parking and 
service areas.

Two contrasted bildings and a person in 
the image. Take freak luch box. With the 
details and smallness… roughly divide box in half

INTERFACE
The threshold between two elements of the 
built environment. (eg: where a side walk 
meets a building).

LINTEL

 Horizontal wood or stone beam over an 
opening, such as a window or door.

INTERFACE

 The threshold between two elements of the 
built environment. (eg: where a side walk 
meets a building).

LANDMARK

A building or structure that stands out from its 
background by virtue of height, size or some 
other aspect of design.

Just show where a building and a sidewalk 
or park meet.. Use the highlight colour for this one

Just show a clock… copy citadel hill ish
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LINTEL
Horizontal wood or stone beam over an 
opening, such as a window or door.

LANDMARK
A building or structure that stands out from its 
background by virtue of height, size or some 
other aspect of design.

LINTEL

 Horizontal wood or stone beam over an 
opening, such as a window or door.

INTERFACE

 The threshold between two elements of the 
built environment. (eg: where a side walk 
meets a building).

LANDMARK

A building or structure that stands out from its 
background by virtue of height, size or some 
other aspect of design.

Just show where a building and a sidewalk 
or park meet.. Use the highlight colour for this one

Just show a clock… copy citadel hill ish

LINTEL

 Horizontal wood or stone beam over an 
opening, such as a window or door.

INTERFACE

 The threshold between two elements of the 
built environment. (eg: where a side walk 
meets a building).

LANDMARK

A building or structure that stands out from its 
background by virtue of height, size or some 
other aspect of design.

Just show where a building and a sidewalk 
or park meet.. Use the highlight colour for this one

Just show a clock… copy citadel hill ish

MASSING
The combined effect of the height and bulk of a 
building or group of buildings.

MASSING

The combined effect of the height, bulk, and 
silhouette  of a building or group of buildings.

MIXED USE

A mix of uses within a building, on a site or 
within a particular area, possibly including 
employment, residential, commercial, live/
work, or retail.

MOULDING

A linear ridge which can have a variety of 

between surfaces, or for decoration on the 
outside of a structure. It is traditionally made 
from solid milled wood or plaster, but may 
be made from plastic or reformed wood. 
In classical architecture and sculpture, the 
molding is often carved in marble or other 
stones.

Top mounding of the inside of a door… corner of a room. 
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MIXED USE
A mix of uses within a building, on a site or 
within a particular area, possibly including 
employment, residential, commercial, live/
work, or retail.

MOULDING
A linear ridge which can have a variety of 
geometric profiles used to cover transitions 
between surfaces, or for decoration on the 
outside of a structure. It is traditionally made 
from solid milled wood or plaster, but may be 
made from plastic or reformed wood. In classical 
architecture and sculpture, the molding is often 
carved in marble or other stones.

MASSING

The combined effect of the height, bulk, and 
silhouette  of a building or group of buildings.

MIXED USE

A mix of uses within a building, on a site or 
within a particular area, possibly including 
employment, residential, commercial, live/
work, or retail.

MOULDING

A linear ridge which can have a variety of 

between surfaces, or for decoration on the 
outside of a structure. It is traditionally made 
from solid milled wood or plaster, but may 
be made from plastic or reformed wood. 
In classical architecture and sculpture, the 
molding is often carved in marble or other 
stones.

Top mounding of the inside of a door… corner of a room. 

MASSING

The combined effect of the height, bulk, and 
silhouette  of a building or group of buildings.

MIXED USE

A mix of uses within a building, on a site or 
within a particular area, possibly including 
employment, residential, commercial, live/
work, or retail.

MOULDING

A linear ridge which can have a variety of 

between surfaces, or for decoration on the 
outside of a structure. It is traditionally made 
from solid milled wood or plaster, but may 
be made from plastic or reformed wood. 
In classical architecture and sculpture, the 
molding is often carved in marble or other 
stones.

Top mounding of the inside of a door… corner of a room. PARAPET
A low vertical barrier or wall projecting above a 
roof surface, which is an extension of the wall. 
It may be physically continuous, and consistent 
in material with the wall, but may also be a 
different material. Its purpose may be purely 
decorative, or it can serve as a guard rail or to 
prevent the spread of fires.

PEDESTRIAN-ORIENTED

The characteristics of an area where the 
location and access to buildings, types of uses 
permitted on the street level, and storefront 
design are based on the needs of persons on 
foot.

MUNTIN

The small moulding or bar that separates and 
holds individual panes of glass in place in a 
multi-paned window or door.

PARAPET

A low vertical barrier or wall projecting above 
a roof surface, which is an extension of the 
wall. It may be physically continuous, and 
consistent in material with the wall, but may 
also be a different material. Its purpose may 
be purely decorative, or it can serve as a 

Window grill/cross section…
 they're just decorative now. 

see google
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PEDESTRIAN-ORIENTED
The characteristics of an area where the 
location and access to buildings, types of uses 
permitted on the street level, and storefront 
design are based on the needs of persons on 
foot.

PEDESTRIAN-ORIENTED

The characteristics of an area where the 
location and access to buildings, types of uses 
permitted on the street level, and storefront 
design are based on the needs of persons on 
foot.

MUNTIN

The small moulding or bar that separates and 
holds individual panes of glass in place in a 
multi-paned window or door.

PARAPET

A low vertical barrier or wall projecting above 
a roof surface, which is an extension of the 
wall. It may be physically continuous, and 
consistent in material with the wall, but may 
also be a different material. Its purpose may 
be purely decorative, or it can serve as a 

Window grill/cross section…
 they're just decorative now. 

see google

PERMEABILITY
Permeability or connectivity describes the 
extent to which urban forms permit (or restrict) 
movement of people or vehicles in different 
directions. 

PILASTERS
A design feature which gives the appearance 
of a column, which can bare structural weighr 
or may only have an ornamental function.

PERMEABILITY

Permeability or connectivity describes the 
extent to which urban forms permit (or restrict) 
movement of people or vehicles in different 
directions. 

PILASTERS

A design feature which gives the appearance 
of a column, which can bare structural weighr 
or may only have an ornamental function.

PLAZA

A hardscaped public open space.

Zoon in on  block pattern image and add 
buildings and arrows showing routes.
Not used--double check? 

GOOGLE!

PERMEABILITY

Permeability or connectivity describes the 
extent to which urban forms permit (or restrict) 
movement of people or vehicles in different 
directions. 

PILASTERS

A design feature which gives the appearance 
of a column, which can bare structural weighr 
or may only have an ornamental function.

PLAZA

A hardscaped public open space.

Zoon in on  block pattern image and add 
buildings and arrows showing routes.
Not used--double check? 

GOOGLE!
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PODIUM
A pedestal forming a low wall that supports a 
row of columns, a building, or monument.

POINT TOWER
High rise building with a slender profile tower 
and small floor plates.

PORTE-COCHERE

A covered area over a driveway at a building 
entrance.

PODIUM

A pedestal forming a low wall that supports a 
row of columns, a building, or monument.

POINT TOWER

podium (building
base)

PORTE-COCHERE

A covered area over a driveway at a building 
entrance.

PODIUM

A pedestal forming a low wall that supports a 
row of columns, a building, or monument.

POINT TOWER

podium (building
base)

PORTICO
An open space lined with columns, and covered 
by a roof, serving as a porch or transition space 
before the entrance to a building.PORTICO

An open space lined with columns, and 
covered by a roof, serving as a porch or 
transition space before the entrance to a 
building

Halifax example?

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

Space freely accesibly by the public, for formal 
and informal, active or passive recreation.

PUBLIC REALM

The parts of an urban place whether publicly 
or privately owned  that are available for 
everyone to see, use and enjoy e.g. streets, 
squares and parks. Commonly referred to as 
“public domain” and “public space”.

Alt: Do over head layout/map of 
grand parade or cogswell park. 
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PUBLIC OPEN SPACE
Space freely accesibly by the public, for formal 
and informal, active or passive recreation.

PUBLIC REALM
The parts of an urban place whether publicly 
or privately owned   that are available for 
everyone to see, use and enjoy e.g. streets, 
squares and parks. Commonly referred to as 
“public domain” and “public space”.

PORTICO

An open space lined with columns, and 
covered by a roof, serving as a porch or 
transition space before the entrance to a 
building

Halifax example?

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

Space freely accesibly by the public, for formal 
and informal, active or passive recreation.

PUBLIC REALM

The parts of an urban place whether publicly 
or privately owned  that are available for 
everyone to see, use and enjoy e.g. streets, 
squares and parks. Commonly referred to as 
“public domain” and “public space”.

Alt: Do over head layout/map of 
grand parade or cogswell park. 

PORTICO

An open space lined with columns, and 
covered by a roof, serving as a porch or 
transition space before the entrance to a 
building

Halifax example?

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE

Space freely accesibly by the public, for formal 
and informal, active or passive recreation.

PUBLIC REALM

The parts of an urban place whether publicly 
or privately owned  that are available for 
everyone to see, use and enjoy e.g. streets, 
squares and parks. Commonly referred to as 
“public domain” and “public space”.

Alt: Do over head layout/map of 
grand parade or cogswell park. 

PUNCHED WINDOW OPENINGS
A defined opening surrounded by solid materials 
and a boarder, as opposed to being arranged 
in long, continuous vertical or horizontal strips.

RECESSIONS AND 
PROJECTIONS

An architectural and urban design practice 
which introduce diversity to streetscapes, 
interrupting monotonous or continuous 
frontages, in order to create interest.

PUNCHED WINDOW 
OPENINGS

materials and a boarder, as opposed to 
being arranged in long, continuous vertical or 
horizontal strips.

PUNCTUATION 

Architectural components on a facade of a 
structure which extend beyond the building 
footprint, or extend inwards from the building 
footprint to the interior space of the structure. 
Can be vertical or horizontal. 

See back of drawings sheet

Similar to articulation, but assuming more 
outstanding?  Speak with luc. Di�erence of urban 
design elements as opposed to facades.
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RECESSIONS AND PROJECTIONS
Architectural components on a facade of a 
structure which extend beyond the building 
footprint, or extend inwards from the building 
footprint to the interior space of the structure. 
Can be vertical or horizontal. 

PUNCTUATION 
An architectural and urban design practice which 
introduce diversity to streetscapes, interrupting 
monotonous or continuous frontages, in order 
to create interest.

RECESSIONS AND 
PROJECTIONS

An architectural and urban design practice 
which introduce diversity to streetscapes, 
interrupting monotonous or continuous 
frontages, in order to create interest.

PUNCHED WINDOW 
OPENINGS

materials and a boarder, as opposed to 
being arranged in long, continuous vertical or 
horizontal strips.

PUNCTUATION 

Architectural components on a facade of a 
structure which extend beyond the building 
footprint, or extend inwards from the building 
footprint to the interior space of the structure. 
Can be vertical or horizontal. 

See back of drawings sheet

Similar to articulation, but assuming more 
outstanding?  Speak with luc. Di�erence of urban 
design elements as opposed to facades.

RECESSIONS AND 
PROJECTIONS

An architectural and urban design practice 
which introduce diversity to streetscapes, 
interrupting monotonous or continuous 
frontages, in order to create interest.

PUNCHED WINDOW 
OPENINGS

materials and a boarder, as opposed to 
being arranged in long, continuous vertical or 
horizontal strips.

PUNCTUATION 

Architectural components on a facade of a 
structure which extend beyond the building 
footprint, or extend inwards from the building 
footprint to the interior space of the structure. 
Can be vertical or horizontal. 

See back of drawings sheet

Similar to articulation, but assuming more 
outstanding?  Speak with luc. Di�erence of urban 
design elements as opposed to facades.

RHYTHM
The recurrence of design elements along 
building faces at regular intervals that help 
structure their visual character and definition. 
This occurs and is used at a variety of scales 
and along both horizontal and vertical axes. 

RHYTHM

The recurrence of design elements along 
building faces at regular intervals that help 

This occurs and is used at a variety of scales 
and along both horizontal and vertical axes. 

RIGHT-OF-WAY (ROW)

The publicly owned space between buildings, 
including what is above and below the 
surface. It is legally established for the use of 
pedestrians, vehicles, or utilities. 

Do a cross section --see existing image

SCALE

The proportions of the elements of a building 
to one another and the whole, and also to 
adjacent buildings.

Show two images stacked, with lines like the 
design lines image. Where the rhythm is shown by measures
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RIGHT-OF-WAY (ROW)
The publicly owned space between buildings, 
including what is above and below the 
surface. It is legally established for the use of 
pedestrians, vehicles, or utilities. 

SCALE
The proportions of the elements of a building 
to one another and the whole, and also to 
adjacent buildings.

RHYTHM

The recurrence of design elements along 
building faces at regular intervals that help 

This occurs and is used at a variety of scales 
and along both horizontal and vertical axes. 

RIGHT-OF-WAY (ROW)

The publicly owned space between buildings, 
including what is above and below the 
surface. It is legally established for the use of 
pedestrians, vehicles, or utilities. 

Do a cross section --see existing image

SCALE

The proportions of the elements of a building 
to one another and the whole, and also to 
adjacent buildings.

Show two images stacked, with lines like the 
design lines image. Where the rhythm is shown by measures

RHYTHM

The recurrence of design elements along 
building faces at regular intervals that help 

This occurs and is used at a variety of scales 
and along both horizontal and vertical axes. 

RIGHT-OF-WAY (ROW)

The publicly owned space between buildings, 
including what is above and below the 
surface. It is legally established for the use of 
pedestrians, vehicles, or utilities. 

Do a cross section --see existing image

SCALE

The proportions of the elements of a building 
to one another and the whole, and also to 
adjacent buildings.

Show two images stacked, with lines like the 
design lines image. Where the rhythm is shown by measures

SETBACK
The distance from the property line to the 
nearest part of the associated building or 
structure, measured perpendicular to the 
property line.  Setbacks impact the feel of the 
street. 

SKYVIEW

The extent of sky observed from a point 
as a proportion of the total possible sky 
hemisphere.

SIGN BAND (SIGNBAND)

located immediately above the storefront and 
below the second story window sill where 
signs were historically attached. 

SETBACK

The distance from the property line to the 
nearest part of the associated building or 
structure, measured perpendicular to the 
property line.  Setbacks impact the feel of the 
street. 

Show property line with measurements back from it. 

Similar to build to line drawing from before. Or just 
from above.

*make sure they are the same as the LUB* 
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SIGN BAND (SIGNBAND)
The flat, horizontal area on the façade usually 
located immediately above the storefront and 
below the second story window sill where signs 
were historically attached. 

SKYVIEW

The extent of sky observed from a point 
as a proportion of the total possible sky 
hemisphere.

SIGN BAND (SIGNBAND)

located immediately above the storefront and 
below the second story window sill where 
signs were historically attached. 

SETBACK

The distance from the property line to the 
nearest part of the associated building or 
structure, measured perpendicular to the 
property line.  Setbacks impact the feel of the 
street. 

Show property line with measurements back from it. 

Similar to build to line drawing from before. Or just 
from above.

*make sure they are the same as the LUB* 

STEPBACK
A built form typology that involves recessing 
taller elements of a building in order to ensure 
an appropriate built form presence on the street 
edge.  This is achieved by creating a distinct 
podium or base to a building.

STREET SIDE PARKING

Parking that lines the side of a street, usually 
parallel or angled.    

STREET FURNISHING

Objects in the street, such as bus shelters, 
litter bins, seating, lighting, benches, signs, 
and bollards, among others.  Well designed, 
integrated and carefully sited, they contribute 
to the amenity and attractiveness of a street.

STEPBACK

A built form typology that involves recessing 
taller elements of a building in order to ensure 
an appropriate built form presence on the 
street edge.  This is achieved by creating a 
distinct podium or base to a building.

Bench, garbage can, light. Or bus stop shelter--frontal view: �at!
Possibly the same image as puctuation

STREETSCAPE
The environment, identity, and functionality,  
along a right-of-way created by buildings 
and uses, street furnishings, landscaping, 
pavement treatments, etc.

STREETWALL

The form established by buildings consistently 
fronting the edge of a street. Best achieved 
where buildings have consistent setbacks built 
out to the sidewalk. 

TEXTURE

A quality produced by the combination 
of materials, sizes, and spaces among 
components of a given fabric or space. This 
can occur at many scales. At the scale of the 
urban neighbourhood, it is dictated by street 
and intersection widths, and building size and 
orientation.

STREETSCAPE

The environment, identity, and functionality,  
along a right-of-way created by buildings 
and uses, street furnishings, landscaping, 
pavement treatments, etc.

Want to highlight urban design element
 rather than architectural: look at the 
uses… in the manual



G
LO

SS
AR

Y 
JU

NE
 2

02
4

22

STREETWALL
The form established by buildings consistently 
fronting the edge of a street. Best achieved 
where buildings have consistent setbacks built 
out to the sidewalk. 

STREETWALL

The form established by buildings consistently 
fronting the edge of a street. Best achieved 
where buildings have consistent setbacks built 
out to the sidewalk. 

TEXTURE

A quality produced by the combination 
of materials, sizes, and spaces among 
components of a given fabric or space. This 
can occur at many scales. At the scale of the 
urban neighbourhood, it is dictated by street 
and intersection widths, and building size and 
orientation.

STREETSCAPE

The environment, identity, and functionality,  
along a right-of-way created by buildings 
and uses, street furnishings, landscaping, 
pavement treatments, etc.

Want to highlight urban design element
 rather than architectural: look at the 
uses… in the manual

VISUAL TERMINUS
The end point of a view corridor.  Often 
accentuated through high quality design 
elements. 

WALKABLE
Refers to a single route, or a system of routes, 
between points that is relatively short, barrier 
free, interesting, safe, well-lit, comfortable and 
inviting to pedestrian travel. 

VISUAL TERMINUS

The end point of a view corridor.  Often 
accentuated through high quality design 
elements. 

WALKABLE

Refers to a single route, or a system of routes, 
between points that is relatively short, barrier 
free, interesting, safe, well-lit, comfortable and 
inviting to pedestrian travel. 

TURRET

A small projecting tower at the corner of a 
building, or above the roof of a larger tower, 
which is typically circular or octagonal in 
plan. A turret may have various roof shapes, 
including rotunda, dome, broach and spired. 

VISUAL TERMINUS

The end point of a view corridor.  Often 
accentuated through high quality design 
elements. 

WALKABLE

Refers to a single route, or a system of routes, 
between points that is relatively short, barrier 
free, interesting, safe, well-lit, comfortable and 
inviting to pedestrian travel. 

TURRET

A small projecting tower at the corner of a 
building, or above the roof of a larger tower, 
which is typically circular or octagonal in 
plan. A turret may have various roof shapes, 
including rotunda, dome, broach and spired. 
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