
Downtown Dartmouth Plan Open House
October 22, 2018
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6:00 pm   Open House 

6:30 pm   Presentation + Q&A 

7:20 pm   Open House 

8:30 pm   Close 

Comments: talk to staff and/or send to planhrm@halifax.ca

photo credit: @maritimeriver
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Open House 
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1. To present how Downtown Dartmouth Plan Update will 

be aligned and incorporated with the Centre Plan 

2. To seek public feedback on proposed policies and 

regulations.
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Presentation Outline
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1. Plan Update / Centre Plan Process

2. The Vision for Downtown Dartmouth

3. What is not changing, and changes are proposed  

4. We want to hear from you – how to provide feedback 

5. Next steps 
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Downtown Dartmouth Vision (2000) 

Downtown Dartmouth is an attractive & safe community 

with a lively business district, quiet and stable 

neighbourhoods, and an accessible and beautiful 

waterfront for all to enjoy. The community has retained 

a strong sense of its heritage and culture, provides a 

broad range of quality housing choices for all, and 

assures that all lifestyles can be met through an 

abundance of park and recreation facilities and 

employment opportunities.
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Downtown Dartmouth Today

• One of the oldest settled areas of the Municipality 

• Traditional street patterns 

• Heritage properties 

• Connection to the Harbour and Shubenacadie Canal

• Diverse parks, open spaces and the Trans Canada Trail 

• Vibrant commercial downtown with diverse business 

community 

• Host of many community & cultural events 

• Alderney hub and waterfront

• Increased private and public investment

• Planning Documents for Downtown Dartmouth 20 years 

old  
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2018 in Downtown Dartmouth

Population Change, 2011 - 2016

2011 Population: 6,867
2016 Population: 7,083

3% growth over 5 years 
~0.7% annually

Trailing Regional Growth



Downtown Dartmouth Opportunities 



Engagement to Date 
Downtown Dartmouth Plan Update 

June 6, 2013 Project Initiated by Council  

Jan. 13, 2014 Initial Public Meeting  

Dec. 1, 2014 Public Open House 

Nov. 18 & 20, 2015 Design Manual Pop-Up 

Dec. 11, 2017 Public Open House 

Centre Plan 

Feb. 28, 2012 Centre Plan Initiated  

Nov. 2016 Centre Plan Launch   

May – Nov. 2016 Open Houses, Neighbourhood Workshops & Pop-Ups 

June 2017 – Regional Council Direction (Purple Document)  

Feb. – May 2018 Package A Consultation (Plan & LUB) 

Feb. 2019 Target for CDAC  & start of adoption 





What is being proposed?  



Centre Plan Core Concepts



Housing

• New and infill developments 

• Mix of unit types required in multi-unit developments

• Ground oriented units 

• Greater location choices for shared / special care housing 

• Reduced or no parking requirements 

• Reduced rent rental housing or cash-in-lieu through density bonusing 

in all ‘Package A’ areas

• Continued investigation of government and community partnerships 

to address affordable housing targets
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Sustainability

• Focus of growth in areas best 

served by transit

• Newly permitted urban agriculture 

uses including chickens (hens 

only) and bees (two hives for most 

properties)

• Extended requirements for ‘Green 

Roofs’ outside of the downtown

• Landscaping to reduce stromwater

runoff 



Mobility & Transportation 
• Modernized bicycle parking requirements and spacing

• Required off-street loading space for residential and 

commercial uses above a certain threshold

• Growth focused strategically in Downtowns Centres, and 

Corridors with current and proposed high frequency transit

• Mixed-use buildings permitted in all Package A zones aiding in 

reducing the need for travel

• Policies to encourage and require traditional street-grid 

connections



Downtown Dartmouth 

Combined Infrastructure 

Renewal Project
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Downtown Dartmouth Planning 
What stays the same?  

• Vision

• Key Objectives 

• Viewplanes from Dartmouth Commons 

• Public View Corridors to the Harbour

• Downtown Commercial mixed use zoning    



• Development approval processes 

• Zoning & Permitted Uses 

• Pedestrian Oriented Commercial Streets 

• Precincts 

• Proposed Heritage Conservation Districts

• Built Form requirements

• Design Guidelines 

• Density Bonusing

Downtown Dartmouth Planning 
What is being proposed?  



Development Approval

• Development Permit process for developments 2,000 sm or 

less 

• Site Plan Approval for larger developments 

• Land Use By-law (quantitative elements) 

• Design Guidelines (qualitative elements) 

• Design Advisory Committee

• Development Agreements

• 1 ha lots 

• King’s Wharf Special Area

• Registered Heritage Properties

• Non-conforming Uses  
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Precincts 

• Historic Dartmouth, Alderney, 

Irishtown/Canal & King’s Wharf 

• Describe unique existing and

desired area characteristics 

• Guide policies and regulations for 

land use, built form, heritage 

preservation, public realm

• Guide decisions on municipal 

investments to support growth



Heritage
• Restoration of heritage buildings on 

a development site qualifies for 

density bonusing 

• Planning flexibility for registered 

heritage properties through a 

development agreement option

• Future Heritage Conservation 

Districts and Cultural Landscapes 

identified;

• Design guidelines for development 

that abuts or is adjacent to registered 

heritage buildings extended to all 

Package A zones



Proposed Heritage 

Conservation Districts 
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• Downtown Dartmouth

• Five Corners 

• Harbourview



Zoning & Land Use 



• Portland Street & Alderney Drive 

• Required active ground uses 

• Fine-grained storefronts     

Pedestrian Oriented 

Commercial Streets 



Built Form 



Built Form Framework
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Transition Rules
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• Transition to Established 

Residential areas a key to the 

success of adding density to 

Package A Designations

• Transition Requirements 

include Setbacks, Stepbacks

after a Streetwall &  

Landscaped Buffers in some 

circumstances



Floor Area Ratio



Floor Area Ratio Snapshot
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Design Manual 



• Available for mid-rise and high-

rise  developments

• Public benefits include: heritage, 

affordable rental housing, 

affordable community cultural 

space public art, open space  

• Mandatory inclusion of affordable 

housing benefit (units or cash) 

Density Bonusing



What Happens Next?
• Provide comments during 

the Open House 

• Write planhrm@halifax.ca
until Nov. 6, 2018 

• Meet with HRM staff 

• Follow us on social media 
@planhrm

• Join our mail list for 
updates 

• Interactive map

• Next draft of Package A: 
February, 2019 Interactive Map centreplan.ca 

mailto:planhrm@halifax.ca


Background Documents, Upcoming Engagement Events, 

and Regular Updates:

www.Centreplan.ca

Questions, Comments, or Feedback:

planhrm@halifax.ca

http://www.centreplan.ca/
mailto:planhrm@halifax.ca

