
Downtown Halifax 5-Year Review
PROPOSED SITE PLAN APPROVAL CHANGES

Heritage Planner Reviews
(Conservation Standards and 

Heritage Design Guidelines; when 
applicable, if registered heritage or 

in HCD)

Development Officer Decision
(Height and Built Form based on 

LUB)

Development Officer/ Staff 
Decision

(Design Manual - Quality of 
Design/Bonus Zoning)

HAC/Heritage Staff advise 
Regional Council 

(when applicable; if registered 
heritage or in HCD)

Development Permit and Bonus Zoning Issued

Site Plan Approval and Notification 

Building Permit Issued

Complete Application
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14 - Day Appeal Period 

Heritage Planner Reviews
(Conservation Standards and 

Heritage Design Guidelines; when 
applicable, if registered heritage or 

in HCD)

Development Officer Decision
(Height and Built Form based on 

LUB)

Design Review Committee 
Decision 

(Quality of Design based on 
Design Manual)

HAC/Heritage Staff advise 
Regional Council 

(when applicable; if registered 
heritage or in HCD)

Bonus Zoning Agreement & Development Permit issued by 
Development Officer

Site Plan Approval and 
Notification 

Building Permit Issued

Complete Development Application
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Pre-Application Review
(incl. mandatory Public Consultation)

Design Review Committee 
advises Development Officer 

on Bonus Zoning
(when applicable)
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14 - Day Appeal Period

Heritage Planner Reviews
(Conservation Standards and 

Heritage Design Guidelines; when 
applicable, if registered heritage or 

in HCD)

Development Officer Decision
(Height and Built Form based on 

LUB)

Design Review Committee 
Decision 

(Quality of Design based on 
Design Manual/ Bonus Zoning)

HAC/Heritage Staff advise 
Regional Council 

(when applicable; if registered 
heritage or in HCD)

 Development Permit Issued

Site Plan Approval and 
Notification 

Building Permit Issued

Complete Development Application
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Pre-Application Review
(incl. mandatory Public Consultation)

HAC/Heritage Staff advise 
Design Review Committee 
(when applicable; if registered 

heritage or in HCD)
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14-Day Appeal Period

* Bonus Zoning Agreement may include longer period prior to permit being 

EXISTING: Substantive Site Plan Approval Process NEW: Level I Substantive Site Plan Approval Process NEW: Level II Substantive Site Plan Approval Process


