
DOWNTOWN ZONE-  SUMMARY OF  PROPOSED Requirements

Example Projects

*The Downtown designation contains one zone: Downtown (D) 

What IS  the DOWNTOWN zone?

What is  permitted?

Where is  the Downtown zone 
typically located? 

The Downtown zone permits the broadest range of permitted uses in the 
Regional Centre including mixed-use development within low-, mid-, and high-rise 
buildings.

Design controls permit a variety of building forms within the Downtown 
designation with floor area ratios (FAR) ranging from 2.25 to 8.0. 

Downtown zone is located in areas appropriate for increased density. It is in 
proximity to lower-density residential neighbourhoods and services such as 
transit routes.

The Downtown zone is a mixed-use zone, permitting a range of residential, office, 
retail, commercial uses, personal service, restaurant, and institutional uses. 

For properties abutting Established Residential properties, this page must be read in conjunction with the Transition Page. 
This document illustrates proposed requirements. For full details on the draft Centre Plan and Land Use By-law go to Centreplan.ca

Sample development based on 
proposed regulations. 

DRAFT CENTRE PLAN - DOWNTOWN DARTMOUTH

Ground-floor height 
requirement: 3.5m

100% streetwall 
width 
requirement
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designation
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Stepback: 
2.0m

Stepback: 
4.5m
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Below streetwall - 64m
Above streetwall - 35m (max 750 sq.m)

Required front or flanking  
Yard

Maximum Building 
dimension

Maximum Lot Coverage

Maximum Floor Area Ratio

Required Side Yard 

no requirementMinimum Lot Area

No requirement

Minimum Lot Frontage

Required Rear Yard

MINIMUM STOREFRONT 
DEPTH

Maximum STOREFRONT 
WIDTH

Articulation Breaks

6.1 m

Minimum 3.0 metres, or
o.o metres for D abutting D
(See transition page)

no requirement

3.0 metres

18.0 metres

Every 8.0 metres

Maximum Streetwall 
height

Typically 1.5 to 3.0 metres

11.0 metres

Parking Requirements All uses exempt

Approval Process
Development Permit, Site Plan 
Approval, with Density Bonusing 
available for 20% of floor area that 
exceeds 2000 square metres. 

2.25 to 8.00
(Mapped)

(Mapped)

Maximum HEIGHT no requirement

(unless otherwise specified on map)

Streetwall width 100% coverage 

DRAFT CENTRE PLAN - DOWNTOWN DARTMOUTH

Minimum lot 
area

Setbacks

Maximum lot 
coverage

Top of 
Streetwall

Maximum 
building 
dimensions and  
floor area ratio 
(FAR)


