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Table C.1	 Old-Growth Forest Community Comparisons from Other Jurisdictions

Nova Scotia 
FEC  

Forest Group

Nova Scotia 
FEC  

Vegetation Types

Nova Scotia 
Old Growth  

Age-of-Onset
(years)

ON a 
General Species 

Association

ON a   
Old Growth  

Age-of-Onset 
(years)

Minnesota b

Old-Growth  
Forest Types

Minnesota b

Old Growth  
Age-of-Onset

(years)

Tolerant Hardwood TH1, TH2, TH3, TH4, 
TH5, TH6, TH7, TH8 140

Hard Maple
Yellow Birch
Red Oak

120-140
150-160
110-120

Northern  
Hardwood Forests 120

Spruce-Hemlock SH3, SH4, SH5, SH6, 
SH7 125 White Spruce 110-130 White Spruce 

Forests 90

Spruce-Hemlock SH1, SH2 140 Hemlock 140-180 n/a

Mixedwood MW1, MW2, MW3 125
Yellow Birch 
Soft Maple
Hemlock

150-160
80-120

140-180
Oak Forests 120

Spruce-Pine SP4, SP5. SP7, SP9 125 White Pine
Black Spruce

130-150
90-150

Red and White Pine 
Forests c

Cedar CE1 100 White Cedar 100-150 Upland White Cedar 
Forests 120

Wet Coniferous WC1, WC2, WC5, WC8 100 Black Spruce 90-150 n/a

Coastal CO1, CO4 100 Black Spruce
Balsam Fir

90-150
70-80 n/a

Coastal CO3, CO5, CO6 125 White Birch
Soft Maple

90-110
80-120 n/a

Highland HL1, HL2 100 n/a n/a

Highland HL3, HL4 140 Yellow Birch 150-160 n/a

Wet Deciduous WD3, WD4, WD6, WD8 115 Soft Maple 80-120 Lowland Hardwood 
Forests 120

Floodplain FP1, FP2, FP3 125
Hard Maple
Soft Maple
Red Oak

120-140
80-120
110-120

Lowland Hardwood 
Forests 120

Karst KA1, KA2 125 Hemlock 140-180 n/a

a – Uhlig et al. (2001)	 b – Minnesota DNR (2021)	 c – Minnesota DNR (1989)

Table C.2	 Maximum longevity for dominant tree species associated with the forest groups  
(and vegetation types) included in Nova Scotia’s old-growth forest definition

Tree Species Literature Max age ab Literature Max age – 50% L&F database Max age cde

Eastern Hemlock 800 400 520

Red Spruce 400 200 335

White Pine 450 225 288

Black Spruce 250 125 277

Black Spruce Coastal 250 125 150

Balsam Fir 200 100 160

Sugar Maple 400 200 276

Yellow Birch 366 183 370

Red Oak 400 200 205

Red Maple 300 150 188

a – 	Burns and Honkala 
(1990). 

b – 	Loehle (1987).
c – 	Natural Resources and 

Renewables Permanent 
Sample Plot Database

d – Natural Resources and 
Renewables Forest 
Ecosystem Classifica-
tion Plot Database

e – Natural Resources and 
Renewables Old-Forest 
Research Plot Database




