
DESIGN MANUAL 

To ensure that 
proposals are human 
scaled, reflect 
their specific area 
goals,  and inspire 
civic awareness, 
engagement and pride.

By specifying 
requirements for site 
design, building design, 
landscape design and 
heritage design that 
proposals must meet.                                                                 

Proposals are assessed 
against the Design 
Manual requirements 
and Land Use Bylaw 
regulations by a Design 
Advisory Committee and 
HRM Planning Staff. 

What? 

Why? 

How? 

Who? 

Design guidelines 
for designing and 
reviewing development 
proposals within the 
Downtown, COR and HR 
designations. 

Height Transition

Stepping down to lower buildings integrate 
with the established block structure.

Building Orientation

Facing the building a specific direction 
to integrate with the established block 
structure.

Prominent Sites

Placing buildings at important intersections 
to recognize and respond to the area’s 
prominent features.

UNOBSTRUCTED 
VIEW CORRIDORS

PROMINENT CIVIC FRONTAGE 
ABUTTING CIVIC USES 

PROMINENT VIEW 
TERMINUS SITE  

Topography

Taking advantage of slope to create 
unique designs that encourage pedestrian 
movement.

SLOPED CONDITIONS 
ARE IDEAL FOR FINE-
GRAINED FORMS AND 
RHYTHMS 

Choosing building form that protects 
pedestrians from bad weather and does not 
create negative wind impacts.

Climate

PODIUMS/STEPBACKS 
REDUCE WIND IMPACTS 

PEDESTRIAN 
WEATHER 
PROTECTION 

MINIMIZED 
SCALE ABUTTING 
ESTABLISHED 
LOW RISE FORMS 
REDUCES IMPACTS 
FROM WIND AND 
SHADOWS 

TALL, SLENDER TOWERS 
RESULT IN FAST MOVING 
SHADOWS 

TOWERS PLACED STRATEGICALLY TO 
MINIMIZE IMPACT ON SENSITIVE AREAS 

Building Base

Activating the base by placing shop fronts 
placed close to the sidewalk, with frequent 
entries, awnings, and spill-out activity.

WALLS THAT DO NOT CONTAIN WINDOWS AND DOORS ARE 
ARTICULATED WITH DETAIL SUCH AS MURALS AND VERTICAL 
GARDENS

ACTIVE USES SPILL 
OUT ONTO THE 
SIDEWALK

STREETWALL AND FAÇADES 
FRONTING ONTO OPEN SPACE 
CONTAIN PERMEABLE AND 
TRANSPARENT FEATURES SUCH AS 
WINDOWS AND DOORS
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Building Articulation

NEW STREETWALL 
CONTINUES HORIZONTAL 
ARTICULATION 

MODERN DESIGN 
REFLECTING TRADITIONAL 
FORMS  

VERTICAL BUILDING 
ARTICULATION  

Diversifying the shape and form of a buildings exterior to preserve 
area character.

Streetwalls

Giving special attention to where a building relates to pedestrians 
to create well-defined, engaging and active streets.

PARKING LOCATED 
AWAY FROM 
STREETLINE

STREETWALLS 
OCCUPY 
MAJORITY OF 
PROPERTY 
FRONTAGE

OPEN SPACES ARE 
LIMITED TO SMALL 
SECTIONS OF 
FRONTAGES

ACTIVE USES OCCUPY 
GROUND LEVEL AND 
OPEN SPACES

Scale & Materials

Using a mix of new and traditional materials to distinguish, yet 
integrate new buildings into existing areas. 

CONTEMPORARY DESIGN 
CONSISTENT WITH AREA RHYTHM 
AND PROPORTIONS 

ESTABLISH CONSISTENT 
PROPORTIONS AND SCALE  

CONSISTENT 
STREETWALL SCALE 
AND RHYTHM

CANOPIES COMPLEMENT 
BUILDING STYLE

LIGHTING HIGHLIGHTS ARCHITECTURAL 
DETAILS AND PUBLIC ART

LIGHTING DEFINES 
OPEN SPACES

LIGHTING COMPLEMENTS 
AND HIGHLIGHTS ACTIVE 
USES

Building Elements

Using combinations of lighting, signage and canopies to create 
building identity, highlight special features and improve pedestrian 
experience. 

THE BOUNDARY OF 
THE OPEN SPACE 
IS DEFINED BY THE 
SEATING AREA AND 
WALL 

THE PATHWAY AND OPEN 
SPACE REPRESENT A 
TRANSITION FROM PRIVATE 
TO PUBLIC SPACE 

TREES HELP 
TO VISUALLY 
DEFINE THE 
SPACE 

Landscaping

Incorporating features that create inclusive, accessible and inviting 
places that compliment the sidewalk to reinforce area character and 
connect the building to the public realm.  

SEATING AND 
WALLS USE 
TRADITIONAL 
MATERIALS 

PRECINCT 
CULTURE 
EXEMPLIFIED 
IN PUBLIC 
ART  

TRADITIONAL 
MATERIALS 
REFLECTED 
IN THE 
TREATMENT OF 
SURFACES

INFILL PORTION MAINTAINS THE WINDOW 
PROPORTIONS AND THEME OF ADJACENT 
HERITAGE BUILDING FACES. 

Heritage

Utilize building elements and forms that enhance heritage resources 
and ensure the continuation of existing heritage resources.    

NEW DEVELOPMENT THAT ABUTS A HERITAGE 
RESOURCE SHOULD NOT OVERWHELM THE 
HERITAGE RESOURCE AND SHOULD TRANSITION IN 
SCALE APPROPRIATELY


